TAKE CONTROL TODAY

You have the option to choose between
3 types of Advance Directives to help you:

Medical Advance Directive

An advance directive in which you appoint
another individual to make medical
treatment decisions for you when you lose
the ability to speak for yourself. The types
of decisions they can make include
hospital care, medications, and organ
donation. This type of advance directive is
known as a Durable Power of Attorney for
Health Care.

Psychiatric Advance Directive

An advance directive in which you appoint
another individual to make mental
healthcare decisions for you in the future,
should you lose your ability to make
decisions for yourself.

Living Will

A living will is a written document in which
you tell your doctors, family members,
patient advocate, and others what type of
medical treatment you want if you become
terminally ill or permanently unconscious.
It is different from a Durable Power of
Attorney for Health Care because it
focuses on what treatment you want,
rather than on who can make treatment
decisions for you. While Living Wills are
not recognized by Michigan Law, they may
be read as an expression of your
treatment wishes.
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Pivotal is proud to be St. Joseph County’s
premier Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinic (CCBHC). As a CCBHC, we
provide an excellent system of care by
focusing on wellness, hope, and recovery.

Direct Phone: 269-467-1000
Customer Service: 1-855-203-1730
Crisis Line 24/7: 1-800-622-3967

ATENCION: Si habla espafiol, hay
servicios gratuitos de asistencia con el
idioma para usted. Lame al

1-855-203-1730 (TTY: 7-1-1)
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ENSURING YOUR WISHES ARE
HONORED TOMORROW

Information on how to plan for your medical and
psychiatric care if you lose the ability to speak for
yourself.
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WHAT IS AN ADVANCE When might | become unable to
DIRECTIVE? participate in medical or mental health

decisions?
A legal document that lets you say what

medical or psychiatric treatment you do or ~ You become unable to participate in medical

do not want in the future if you lose the or mental health decisions if you have a
ability to make decisions for yourself. condition or situation in which you lose the

ability to make or communicate decisions.
Who can have an advance directive? Some examples of when this could happen
18 years of age or older who is of “sound include:
mind” and does not have a legal guardian.

+ astroke

Do | have to have an Advance ~ an accident that leaves you
Directive? unconscious
No. No one (including family members, ~ dementia
friends, hospitals or insurance companies) ~ when mental health symptoms are so
can make you create an Advance Directive. severe that you cannot give informed
No one can tell you what it should say. You consent about your treatment options.

cannot be denied medical/psychiatric care

if you do not have an Advance Directive in

place. Who determines that | cannot
participate in my medical or mental

Can | create an Advance Directive if | health care decisions?

have a court-appointed legal guardian?
For medical care, the doctor treating you

and one other doctor or psychologist will
make the determination that you are unable
to participate in medical treatment decisions.
For mental health care, a doctor and another
mental health practitioner must each
determine that you are unable to give
informed consent to mental health treatment.

If you have a guardian appointed by the
Probate Court to make medical or mental
health treatment decisions for you, then
you cannot designate someone else to
make those decisions.

What is the person that | give
decision-making power called?

Patient Advocate. What does my Patient Advocate need

i ?
When does my Patient Advocate act to do before acting on my behalf?

on my behalf? Your Patient Advocate must sign an

acceptance form. Michigan law requires the

Your advocate can only make decisions acceptance form to contain certain language.

when you are unable to participate in The form can be signed when you create the

medical or mental health treatment Advance Directive or at a later time, but Scan the QR Code
decisions yourself and understand the facts  must be signed before your Patient Advocate i st us el e
about your treatment options. can act on your behalf. PivotalStJoe.org
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